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• It is light to handle, termite-proof and easy to 
remove and replace 
The Burnett Control Gate 
for 
Irrigation Channels 
I Described by B. S W A N , Adviser, Irrigation Branch 
THIS type of check-gate for use in irrigation ditches, was evolved on the Kimberley Research Station and has definite advantages over wooden or concrete structures 
in that it is termite-proof and can be removed and replaced in a few minutes to per-
mit of the channel being cleaned out by straight runs with modern machinery. 
V — 2 6 " \ DETAIL OF DOOR SEAL. 
Fig. 1.—Details of the Burnett control gate 
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Pig. 2.—The gate opened 
It is constructed of £ in. steel plate, re-
inforced with angle-iron welded across the 
upper edge; round the water-gate; hori-
zontally across the middle, and vertically 
as shown. 
The opening of the water-gate is 24 in. 
square, the door itself being 26 in. square. 
The door is reinforced with angle-iron on 
the back. The front, where it presses 
against the angle-iron of the door opening, 
Fig. 3.—Water-gate closed and locked 
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carries strips of rubber overlying thick 
small-bore rubber tubing, these being held 
in place by thin narrow strips of metal 
bolted along the edges about f in. apart. 
The rubber gives a perfect seal when the 
door is closed and locked by the T-shaped 
bar. 
Two short lengths of metal piping 
welded to the door, and two L-shaped 
lengths of round iron welded to the top 
angle-iron serve as hinges. 
The locking-bar is made from piping or 
round iron carrying two discs of i in. plate 
with a flat on one-quarter of the circum-
ference. The bar drops into two U-shaped 
brackets welded just clear of the door at 
either side of the water-gate. It is placed 
in position with the two flats of the discs 
towards the door. A downward pressure 
of the locking-bar handle forces the rubber 
seal tightly against the angle-iron frame 
of the water-gate. 
To open the check-gate, the handle is 
lifted, the locking-bar removed and the 
gate is swung upward. It is quite a simple 
matter to close and lock the gate, even 
against a full head of water in the channel. 
Similarly, the pressure of water behind the 
gate does not greatly affect removal of 
the locking-bar. 
The Burnett control gate is light enough 
to be handled comfortably by two men 
when placing it in position or shifting it 
to another site. It can readily be removed 
and replaced to permit a straight run-
through with machines used to clean out 
the channel. 
To put the check-gate in position, a 
narrow trench is dug across the channel 
and the edges of the check are buried 6 
to 9 in. in the soil. 
The angle-iron reinforcement along the 
upper edge is extended about 6 in. on each 
side so that a lever or a jack may be used 
to lift the gate and facilitate removal. 
FRUIT FLY 
losses by growers and consumers of fruit through fruit fly infestation 
is causing considerable concern over the State, and particularly in the fruit-growing 
areas in the South-West. 
The importance of reducing these losses is recognised by the Government, which 
has approved of increased endeavours along lines which experience has shown could 
bring quick results. These measures include the appointment of additional 
Inspectors, publicity, particularly of an educational nature, with the view to enlisting 
the support of the public generally, sterilisation of fruit in the metropolitan area 
by fumigation, the provision of road blocks to check vehicles carrying fruit into 
prescribed clean areas, and a stricter enforcement of regulations covering pre-
ventive measures both in commercial and backyard orchards. 
The Western Australian Fruit Growers' Association is working in close co-
operation with the Department of Agriculture and is assisting in the meeting of 
expenditure incurred. 
A comprehensive plan has been prepared, and provision has been made for the 
appointment of Inspectors at Collie, Narrogin, and Katanning, and three additional 
inspectors in the metropolitan area. An additional inspector has been stationed 
at Albany, where it is hoped to eradicate the isolated outbreak; and a further 
appointment at Bridgetown will be made when necessary. 
The Department is already taking a stricter view of offences against regulations 
particularly in the metropolitan area, as the policy of advising householders to 
take action and the issuing of a warning has not proved very effective. 
The Metropolitan Market Trust has commenced the erection of fumigation 
chambers at West Perth, where it is intended eventually to fumigate all fruit 
during the period that the fly is active, which will not only be a boon to consumers— 
particularly of stone fruit—but will safeguard clean areas to which fruit is sent 
outside the metropolitan area. 
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Make every acre work— 
w 
# • 
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take water to your stock 
through 'FIBROLITE' PIPES f, laid I underground/ 
Whether it's cattle or sheep, the further 
out you take the water, the further out 
your stock will graze—which means, of 
course, increased grazing area without 
increased land holding. 
'Fibrolite' Pipes carry the water 
economically, easily and quickly because 
'Fibrolite' Pipes are 
Lightweight-
to handle. 
cheaper to transport, easier 
JAMES HARDIE & COY. 
PTY. LTD. 
York & Barrack Sts., SYDNEY 
City Rd. & Clarendon St., 
STH. MELBOURNE 
Breakfast Creek Rd., BRISBANE 
Welshpool PERTH 
and Auckland, N.Z. 
• Cheaper than other pipes. 
• Laid quickly — only narrow trenches 
required. 
• Immune to electrolysis. 
• Corrosion resistant. 
• Immune to tuberculation. 
'Fibrolite' Pipes are used on properties 
throughout Australia. 
Fibrol 
PI05.8M 
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